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BABASSU NUTS FROM BRAZIL TO BE HANDIED BY PRIVATE INTERESTS, “Brazil, the only 
source of sunnly of babassu nuts, shipped to the United States 115,000,000 pounds 
of kernels in 1939. Importation of the kernels has recently been hashed over to 
private interests, according to an announcement made by the War Food Administra- 
tion, ‘The use of oil derived from babassu nuts will, however, continue to be 
regulated under Food Distribution Order No. 43. (Naw York Journal of Commerce) 


MORE BEESWAX FROM BRAZIL NEEDED, Some concern is felt over the need for in- 
creased importation of beeswax. Supplies in southern Brazil have not been avail- 
able because of lack of shipping space from southern ports and they have not been 
delivered to Rio de Janeiro and other points farther north where space would be 
available for shipment. At the same time, the British Raw Materials Mission in 
Washington is refusing shipment of more than the usual 300-ton allotment from 
Angola, British West Africa. (New York Journal of Commerce) 


BRAZIL BUILDING SMALL BOATS, In Para, Brazil, As Government is building small 
boats of 80 to 100 horsepower to carry up to 20 tons of rubber and to draw 
barges loaded with rubber. (iNew York Journal of Commerce) 


BRAZILIAN COF#ER PRICES STILL CAUSING WORRY. As a result of the rumor that cof- 
fee ceiling prices were to be raised, some Brazilians promptly raised the price 
of their offerings of coffee above the ceiling prices, which have remained the 
same, As a consequence, many Brazilian offerings cannot be accepted, (New York 
Journal of Commerce) 


BRAZIL MANUFACTURING PAPER, Brazil already has 38 mills, which made about 
260,000 tons of paper in 1941, and another company is being formed there. Raw 
material comes from the large forests in the interior of Brazil. (New York 
Journal of Commerce) 


PRICE OFFERED TO SUGAR GROWERS RAISED, The price offered for Caribbean 
blackstrap molasses has, quite unexpectedly, been raised to above 13 cents per 
gallon, Whether the new price will be considered adequate by the Latin American 
producers is not yet known. (New York Journal of Commerece) 


"LOST FOREST" DISCOVERED IN COSTA RICA, An expedition of the U. S. Forestry 

Service surveying the timber wealth of Central and South America has discovered 
a "lost forest" of the biggest oak trees in the world, ,extending for miles 

avin the interocean divide within 50 miles of San ieee Costa Rica. Some of 

the trees are said to be 8 feet in diameter, As many as 100 different species of 

trees to the acre have been found, These new timber resources may go far to meet 

Europe's post-war needs, estimated at 7 to 10 billion board feet a year. 

(Washington Post) 
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NEW COSTA RICAN CARGO SERVICE ESTABLISHED, A new cargo ship service has been 
established between Puntarenas, Costa Rica, and California, Two vessels will be 
used on this run, stopping at ports of call in Mexico and Central America, and at 
San Diego, Los Angeles,.and San Francisco. Cargo to be carried from the United 
States will include machinery, among other things, and. imports brought back will 
consist primarily of coffee, cocoa beans, and hardwood, | (New York Journal: of 


Commerce) 


SUGAR-GRINDING DATE SET IN CUBA, January 2 was dearsed as he day for _— start— 
ing of sugar grinding in Cuba and all mills were required to start at the same 
time. The amount of production will be set as soon as ve es of Bo TaSes to 
the United States is completed. (New York Times) 


CUBAN GRAPEFRUIT COMING THROUGH MIAMI, The entire crop of Cuban grapefruit is 
being imported to the United States through the port of Miami, alone with other 
perishable fruits. (New York Journal of Commerce) - 


GUATEMALA I} PORTING TOBACCO, Reports from Guatemala show that the Republic is 
erence increased supplies of tobacco to meet increasing demands for ciga- 


rettes. (Mew York Journal. of Commerce) 


SALE OF MACHINERY TO LATIN AVSRICA LEFT TO WORMAL CHANNELS. The Inter- 
Departmental Clearance Committee on Exportation of Idle Industrial Machinery, 
established in January 1943, has recommended that Latin Americans can pur- 

chase most effectively idle machinery if allowed to do so through normal chan- 
nels. Textile machinery is especially desired to utilize large ey ee of 
raw materials within the countries, (New York Journal of Commerce) 
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INVENTION TO CLEAN FIBER WITHOUT TATER, «As of aid in London's-experiment to 

raise sansevieria ( a source of hemp) inthe hamid "Por the United Nations, a 
machine has been invented by a United States e gineer.to-ckesii the fiber without — 
water, The Bahames experiment is the first to result in production of sansevi-~ 
eria. commercially, The entire production for the next 3 years has been contracted 
for by the United States, ‘(New York Times) eee See i 

ARGENTINA HAS POTATO SHORTAGE. In Argentina steaks are plentiful, but about: the 
first of October long queues began to appear in the market. places waiting for 
potatoes, "La papa" had virtually disappeared. Whether the situation ras due to, « 
a natural shortage detveen seasons or to the “ork of speculators is not’ known, 6/0. «. 


(New York Times) aS 
FINAL SHIPMENT OF ARGENTINA FLAXSEED UNDER CONTRACT RECEIVED, The cargo of flax ;.... 
seed from Argentina recently unloaded’at the docks is. probably the last one thates, % 
will be received for some time, since it completes all contracts, The.cargo ait 
totals approximately. 300,000: bushels.. 1943 records show that the United States . 
obtained 4,402,000 bushels of flax during the year from Argentina, while Britain 
head 21,680,000, (New York Journal of Commerce) a oh crates i 


SMALLER COFFEE PRODUCTION MAY CREATE PROBLEM. The abolition of the’'sacrifice : 
quota" of coffee ain Brazil to avoid. overproduction, for tne first time.since 1931, |, 
indicates that a great change is taking place in the statistical position, of rab A ne 
commodity. JTemage from frost has resulted in a. succession of small crops. In. 
order to conserve shipping, imports of coffee into the United States during 1942- 

43 came largely from nearby countries, whose stocks have thereby been reduced to 

low levels, and the bulk of shipments must now come from Brazil, The carry-over 

of 8,000,000 bags of Brazilian coffee reported at the beginning of :the current 

season will be needed largely to fill past and current quotas under’ the .Pan 

American Coffee Agreement, The new crop, estimated at 13,000,000‘ bags, vill, 

after. the: United States quota and amounts sold to other accessible markets have 

been deducted,. leave only 2 small quantity for. shipments to liberated Europe if 

the var should end. Before the war, Zurope took about 40 percent of the rofld's .. 
exports of coffee. (Nev York Journal of Commerce) ; Raabe. 


SAO PAULO COFFEE GROYERS ASK HIGHER COFFEE PRICES, Coffee roasters in Rio de _ 
Janeiro have raised their prices to the equivalent of 15,25’ cents a pound and may 
go even higher, according to reports. Coffee is not controlled by the price ad- 
ministrator. Meantime, S30 Paulo coffee grovers met and are demanding that the ~ 
Government allor them to raise coffee prices, which will-affect 211 exports. They 
also asked the Government to finance coffee crops for 3 years. The. SAo Paulo 
coffee crop vas greatly reduced this year by both frost°and drought. The growers 
tried to get Tashington to increase prices, but apparélitly the ceiling price has 
been maintained, (New York Times) re es e 


BRAZIL MAKES GIFT OF COFFEE TO BRITAIN. Britain recently purchased 5,633 tons of 


coffee from Brazil, and to this quantity 1,690 tons were added as a gift.,. (New 
York Times) 


*No attempt has been mde by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the © 
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BRAZILIAN SUPPLY OF TUNG OIL SHORT,  iomeotne tung hoe in ‘the State of SHo 
Paulo were injured by a mid-September freeze, Final figures on the resulting 
probable decrease in the supply of tung oil from the 1942-43 amounts have not: 
yet been received in the United States.. > (New Be Journal. of. Commerce) . 


COSTA RICA REVISES IMPORT TARIFFS, With es aim of ‘assisting. the country's: 
working people by lowering the costs of indispensable articles, Costa Rica has 
revised its tariff duties. Among other duty-free entries are a number of agri- 
cultural implements and ordinary work gloves. (New ee Journal of Commerce) 





COSTA RICA IMPORTS BEANS DUTY-FREE. Imports of beans into Costa Rica will be 
accorded duty-free entry and exemption from customs charges as long as a state - 
of war exists and domestic production is inadequate, but will be authorized only 
when the importer agrees to’ sell immediately at a profit not to exceed 15 per- 
cent, (New York Journal of Commerce) 


DEAL FOR CUBAN HIGH-THST WOLASSES CLOSED, An agreement. for United States pur— 
chase of 800,000 short tons of Cuban invert molasses at 2.5 cents per pound of. 
sugar was reached here after weeks of discussion, Some 3,000, 000 tons of Cuban 
sugar from the 1944 crop have also been purchased, leaving approximately aa 
200,000 tons for local consumption. Prices will be figured on the basis of | 
f.0.b0, freight cars at Cuban ports. The deal for blackstrap still stands oh the 
same point where it has been for several months, The head of the Cuban black- — 
strap-mission now in this country is said to be still il1, and no decisions will 
be reached until he is able to attend meetings, In the meantime, Puerto Rican. 
producers have neither refused not accepted the latest offer made to them; 

(New York Journal of Commerce) 3 


CUBAN PURCHASES OF UNITED STATES RICH LIGHT. Cuba's purchases of rice from the 
United States during the last week in December were some 7,000 pockets (700,000 
pounds of milled rice) less than from Ecuador, The United States price was 
somewhat higher than that of Ecuador, (New York Journal of Commerce) 


_ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS LARGE SUGAR CARRY-OVER, Final figures on the 1943-sugar ~ 
harvest in the Dominican Republic place production at 473,000 short tons, of 
which approximately 363,000 tons are on hand, . There will probably be suffi- 
cient storage space for the 1944 sugar crop, but considerable concern is felt 
regarding the large stocks of molasses which will tees the country's tanks. 

(New York Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO CONTINUES CATTLE-EXPORT RESTRICTIONS, After exports of beef cattle to 

the United’ States had reached a total of 436,000 head during the first 6 months 
of 1943, the Mexican Government limited exportation, to the United States, to 
500,000 head during a calendar year, That same quota has recently been reimposed 
for 1944, (New York Journal: of Commerce) noe 


STRIKE IN SUGAR INDUSTRY FEARED IN PUERTO RICO. Reports from Puerto Rico indi- 
cate that an island-wide strike in the sugar industry is unavoidable unless 
higher prices are paid by the United States Government for Puerto Rican sugar. 
The rise in costs of living and of production, with the same price paid for 
sugar as last year, is given as the cause, (Washington Evening Star) 
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SAO PAULO GETS NEW AIR SERVICE. Sao, Peulo, great coffee center and the second 
largest city of Brazil, has just been made a regular stop on the daily air trans- 
portation line between Rio de Janeiro and Buenos. Aires. (Washington Evening Star) 


SUGAR RATIONED IN RIO DS JANEIRO THOUGH SUGAR PLENTIFUL, Although Brazil as a 
whole has a large supply of sugar, lack of transportation makes sugar rationing 
necessary in Rio de Janeiro, At the same time sugar is being exported from the 
Pernambuco section to Argentina because ships are available for this traffic. 
Total production in the 1942-43 season was approximately 14,500,000 bags of 133 
pounds each, about 5 times the amount needed to supply the population. (New 
York Times) : 


COFFEE SOARCE IN BRAZIL. Brazil is the coffee center of the world, but the 
strange sight has been witnessed there recently of housewives standing in line to 
buy a half~pound allowance, “The grocers ‘were unable to keep coffee in stock 
because the roasters, who are negotiating for a raise in the price ceiling, did 
not supply enough, (‘ashington Post) 


AMAZON LANDS BEING GIVEN FOR HOMES, Brazil is said to be giving away land in 
the Amazon Valley in the same way the United States once gave away its western 
plains to settlers, (New York Times) . 


MOLASSES TALKS AGAIN BREAK OFF, Negotiations between, Cuban and United States 
officials for the purchase of blackstrap molasses to be utilized in war-alcohol 
production have again broken down and will not be resumed until both parties are 
again ready to study the mtter, This latest series of meetings did not end be- 
cause of differences on terms for a satisfactory agreement, as was the case in 
earlier conferences, Illness of the head of the Cuban delegation forced the 
postponement of formal meetings for several weeks, during which time many members 
of the delegation were obliged to return home, Although it was understood that 
the Defense Supplies Corporation was prepared to raise its original offer several 
weeks ago, termination of the conference occurred before the new price was dis- 
cussed, The report is' that DSC will continue in the molasses negotiations as the 
purchasing mechanism but will no longer enter directly into the discussion; that 
all matters of policy will now be handled by the Foreign Economic Administration. 
The two agencies will share the responsibility for all decisions reached, with 
DSC serving also in a consulting capacity, Sugar purchases will remain the sole 
responsibility of the Commodity Credit Corporation, Since no further communica- 
tions have been made to Puerto Rican producers, negotiations with these producers 
have also reached a temporary halt, (New York Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO SUFFERS LOSS OF POTATOES, Around Chihuahua more than 4 million pounds of 
potatoes are said to have been wasted because freight cars could not te had to 
move them to market, (‘ashington Evening Star) 


*No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
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DOOMED MEXICAN TOWN MUST BE EVACUATED, Paracutin. Volcano, which early in 1943 
began erupting in a'cornfield that was being plowed, has at last forced the inhab- 
itants of the little town of San Juan to ask for:help to "transfer" the tow, 

San Juan is in the "victory-garden" section of Michoacan State, ‘The fertile fields 
cattle, and people are all being. destroyed by the ashes and lava coming from the 
new volcano, The Government has tried to transfer the people to a designated 
town, but the villagers had. promised their patron saint not to flee "until lava 
Govers the cemetery," Last week a delegation from the town visited the National 
Palace in Mexico City to ask. federal. ‘authorities to help them start:a new San 
Juan 20 miles away, where they might till their fields and preservé all their. 
traditiong and’ identity. (Washington Evening Star) 


PERU'S RIOE- CROP Goon, dakest official estimates place the rice crop in Peru at 
6,500,000 bushels, more than a million and a half bushels over last year's crop. 
Although no official estimates have yet been made for acreage in the 1943-44 ‘sea- 
son, the aim of the Peruvian Government appears to be to increase the area sown — 
to food crops in general, particularly rice, (New York Journal of Commer?) 


PARAGUAY SIGNS ‘CERTAIN AGREEMENTS WITH ARGENTINA, Paraguay has been given free 
zones for the importation of its products: in Buenos Aires and in the prinéipal | 
Argentine river port of Rosario, but a customs union has not yet been established, 
There is, however, a most-favored-nation clause in the agreement, Argentina is © 
said to be anxious to secure Paraguayan cotton, Jute wk: game and wood pulp. 
(Christian Science Monitor) i: 


URUGUAY 'S EXPORTS OF WOOL INCREASED, ‘The 1943-44 production of wool in neeeren 
has been estimated at 134,000,000 pounds, ‘which with a carryover of 61,000, 000 — 
pounds indicates an available supply for the ctirrent wool year of around ' 
195,000,000 pounds for both export. and domestic consumption, During the wool 
year, ending September 30, 1943, Uruguay consumed approximately 10,000,000 pounds, 
Of the stock on hand, 31,000, 000 pounds were understood to. be earmarked for the 
United States stock pile. (ew York Journal of: Commerce) 


REPORT ON TOBACCO SITUATION SHOWS CHANCES. A retort made recently on the tobacco 
situation in selected Latin American areas'shows eértain shifts in production 
returns, In Cuba, rising prices resulting from unusually heavy exports of the 
past 2 years, a lowered production during that time, and increased domestic use 
will lead to increased plantings of tobacco for 1943-44. In Bahia State in 

Brazil restricted European outlets and mounting demands for castor beans and manioc 
both competitive crops, have led to cutting production of tobacco almost in half 
during the past 2 years as compared to the preceding 3-year period. In the 
Dominican Republic and in Argentina sharp declines in mre mee ren of tobacco were 
noted, (New York Journal of pomme Tee) 
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- WOOL--FABRIC- AND BAW-<COLTUG. tit? SOUTE ANBRIOA, ils Gel SA is felt in 


ey South American. wool export situation. “Baskdec’ raw wool Brazil, Argentina, and 


Uruguay. are ‘sending’ ‘to the United States fairly small. quantities. of woven velours 


5 and. gabardines, — ‘The cloths are for the most part. exclusively: expensive, but the 


are distinctly South American, the cloths are. increasing] 
the Vatted Letina vsinlsla a flew York Jou 


dyes’ and. xorknanship ‘are good, In spite of the fact that the. colors. and patterns 
securing .a place in 
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IMPORTED, The price of casein in a renains at 
about 9.5..cents fio. , -Buenos Aires, There are rumors’ in the trade that regardless 
of: the outcome of the proposed Anglo-American joint~purchasing commission to build 
a ‘stockpile of Argentine casein, import. licenses for the first quarter of 1944 in 


the United States will still be granted. (New York Journal of onmerce) 
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EXPORTS OF Cort NTO OTERR | UBLICS, During the first 9 months of 1943 


' Argentina. exported aporoxinmately 4, 662 tons of ‘cotton, of which 2,981 tons went to 


Venezuela, 1,522 to Cuba, 102 to Bélivia, ‘and 57-to Chile, No export shipments 

were reported during the skid hve period of 1942, As-of October.7, the aver- 
age ginning yield of this year's crop was 32,9 percent. During the years 1933-37 
the average yield was 27.4 percent. Planting of the next crop has progressed satis~ 
factorily, though heavy frosts have necessitated some replanting in the Province 

of Sante Fé, (New York Journal of Commerce). 


BRAZIL INCREASES PRODUCTION OF RAY S1LK, Brazil is rapidly decoming a eal center 
for raw silk. In Sao Paulo, which is the center of. the sericulture industry as 
well as of Brazil's silk manufacturing trade, 30, ‘000, 000 mulberry trees were 
planted in 1941, and 3,000,000 kilo of silk worm eggs were hatched, which produced 
200,000 kilos of silk threads, In the city of Sao Paulo there are 168 silk mills, 


.. 4 silk-svinning plants, and 21 filatures. Brazilian sericulturists have been 


steadily improving the quality of their silk, with the expectation of making silk 


an important item in post-war inter“Anerican trade, Already printed silks of bril- 


liant color and excellent quality Are being sold in one of the Fifth Avenue depart- 
ment stores in New York as: ‘luxury fabrics, ‘Brazilian mills are also turning out 
fine silk hosiery and parachute Spal tina (New ‘York Journad of Commerce )- 


GEILE PRODUCING SILK, To encourage the- oroduction of silk in Chile, the Development 


.Cornoration appropriated in 1941 some 500,000 pesos for setting out mulberry trees 


and cultivating silk worms, ‘Recently 300,000 pesos have been set aside for erec- 


tion of a building to house silk-spining machinery, of Italian make, which has 


been on hand for several years but, never mounted. The machinery is the property 
of the Institute of Agricultural Economy. (New York Journal of Comme ree) 

CUBAiT BLACKSTRAP MOLASSES DEAL oN AGAIN, The report comes from Cuba. that represen- 
tatives of the Defense Supplies Corporation, the United States Government agency in 


charee, are scheduled to arrive in Havana within the next 2 or 3 weeks, to continue 
negotiations on the purchase of’ ‘blackstrap molasses. - (New ‘York Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO TO IMPORT COTTON SEED FOR CROPS, Authorization has beén given for the in- 


portation of $1 metric tons of cotton seed into Mexico to be planted in the Laguna 
district, Mexico's principal cotton zone, and in northern Baja California terri- 
tory, on the California border. (New York Journal of Commerce) 


“ilo attempt has been made by the aartne Sgeney to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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MEXICAN IMPOR? DUTIES INOREASED, Substantial increases in Mexican import éuties 


ranging from 10° to 50’percent became effective this week. In some cases the 
duties were raised 100 percent. Textiles, electrical and industrial equipment, 
together with many miscellaneous manufactured articles were the items principally 
involved, On the other hand, duties were reduced ona few. items, including baby 
chicks, hogs for slaughter, and cattle up to: 2 years old. This action is felt 

to be indicative of a trend toward. increased-import tariffs which some foreign 
trade authorities have predicted will mark ‘post-war Paget 2 of Latin Ameri can 
countries. (New York Journal of. Commerce). - aie! 


WRAPPING TWINE TO COMB FROM MEXICO. Shostages of, imeppine Neda: in the Uni bed: 
States have made necessary the lifting of import restrictions, and limited importa- 
tions of twine made from. sisal and istle waste are to be permitted. Formerly no - 





imports of twine from. hard. fibers were allowed from Mexico. The amount of wrapping : 


twine to be imported is restricted to 50 tons monthly of twine manufactured from 
sisal waste, and 130 tons monthly of twiné made from palma istle, F.A.A. (fair, 
average quality). Permits for such importations will be limited to a 60-day period, 
during which time the purchase as well as the shipment must be effected. Importers 
are required to submit. signed statements from the supplier, simultaneously with 
their applications, affirming the availability of the quantities for Wee ED 
tion is made, (New York Journal of Commerce) 


| MEXICAN LABOR SOUGHT IN UNITED. STATES, Wearly 35,000 Mead aon ‘natloneis seeen re- 
ported to be working on farms in California; having been recruited from the rural 
areas of Mexico. The average earnings of Mexican workers on these farms are said 


to be about $6 a day. The Secretariat of Foreign Affairs in Mexico. City announced | 


recently that the number of workers allowed to go to the United States was 90,000. 
Paper manufacturers are said to be asking for a minimum of 5,000 Mexican wood ecut- 
ters. The Secretariat of. National Piso sony has not yet made a eee as to the 
request, (New York Times) 
PANAMA EXPORTING ABACK, Since the first exports in Lenser quantities of abaca 
began to come from Panama, in the second quarter of 1942, to the first quarter of 
1943, when the exports of abaca totaled 363,078 kilograms (about B00, 400 pounds), 
the production has shown a steady increase.’ The area under abaca ould si yatiee as - 
of June 30, 1943, was 6,461 acres, Also, more than 11,000,000 kilograms of seed 
were exported from April 1, 1942, to March 31, 1943, for eve loping plantations 
in nearby countries. (New York Journal of ‘Conmerce) 
PARAGUAY'S COTTON OUTPUT LARGER, The actual 1943 production of seed-cotton in 
Oraguay is more than 4,000 metric tons higher than the earlier estimates indicated. 
This is a:slight increase over that of the preceding year, and the quality is re- 


ported to be somewhat better this year, although the staple has proved softer than — 


in the past. (New York Journal of Commerce) 


PERU STEPPING UP WOOL PRODUCTION. As a part of the country's program to improve 
its wool production Peru has imported 270 pure-bred Australian rams from Argentina, 
The-sheep were sold to breeders on credit, payment to be made in 2 years in cross— 
bred lambs, which in turn are to be sold to other shepherds, thus producing a 


"revolving fund" which pays its way in increased yields of wool and meat. Austral- 


ian Merinos were chosen because of the high wool yield and the strong constitution 
of the breed. Sheep pastured in certain parts of Peru are found to produce little 
wool, probably because of the absence of certain necessary minerals in the soil. 
The present average wool yield of the Peruvian sheep is given as about 3 pounds, 
whereas in the eas States the average yield is around 8 pom (New York 


